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i-8d. per cubic foot for oak, and 3-5^. per cubic foot for
fir. A writer in the 'Revue Generate des Chemins de Per
gives the average cost of creosoting on French railways
as being, for oak 8-6d.t and for beech or pine from is. 3-5^.
to is. 9-3^. per sleeper, according to the amount of oil
injected.
In the United States, from information compiled by
Mr. J. D. Isaacs, Permanent Way Engineer to the Southern
Pacific Railway, it appears that at Oakland, Cal, and
Latham, Ore., the amount of creosote oil injected is from
I-12 gallon to 1-18 gallon per cubic foot, or on an average
about 10 Ib. per cubic foot, and the average cost (including
price of oil, fuel, labour, maintenance, oil waste, and
water) is 15-96 cents, or about 8d. per cubic foot. The
average tie or sleeper used in the United States contains
3-5 cubic feet. The cost of treating the best woods for
paving-blocks with 16 Ib. of oil per cubic foot is 16 cents
(8d.) per cubic foot. On the authority of Mr. Rowe, for
the full creosote process, with an injection of 15 Ib. of oil
per cubic foot, a 3 cubic foot tie or sleeper would cost
38-36 cents (ig-i8d.), and a 375 cubic foot tie or sleeper
47-95 cents (23-97^.). This works out at 1278 cents
(6-39^.) per cubic foot, and 12-52 cents (6-26^.) per cubic
foot.
The cost of steaming in the U.S. is given by the
American Wood Preservers' Association as being 60
cents per 1,000 feet B.M., overhead charges not in-
cluded, for boards, planks, and smaller sizes; 50 cents
to 90 cents for lumber and large timbers; J cent to
3 cents each for cross ties; i cent each for cross
ties containing approximately 3 cubic feet of wood.
These estimates do not include overhead charges, and
the cost of fuel is taken at 2 dollars per ton delivered at
the works.